
Southaven C
ounty Park

“Along the Carm
an’s R

iver”

B
eginning as a sm

all 
stream

 in M
iddle 

Island, the C
arm

an’s 
R

iver flow
s 

southw
ard to the 

eastern end of the 
G

reat South B
ay. 

This river, once 
know

n as the 
C

onnecticut R
iver, 

w
inds through the 

Pitch Pine - O
ak 

w
oodlands of central 

Suffolk, yet the 
vegetation in the 
w

etlands along its banks is different 
from

 the open Pine B
arrens of the 

upland areas. R
ed M

aples grow
 in 

m
oister places closer to the river and the 

thick shrub layer 
along the banks 
includes the sw

eetly 
perfum

ed Sw
eet 

Pepper B
ush and tasty 

H
igh B

ush 
B

lueberries. D
eer 

brow
se the vegetation 

and red fox hunt sm
all m

am
m

als in the 
upland areas, w

hile the low
er part of the 

river provides a haven for m
igrating and 

w
intering w

aterfow
l.

People have alw
ays been attracted to 

rivers and the C
arm

an’s is no exception. 

Evidence indicates that native A
m

ericans 
cam

ped and hunted in this area. Later, the 
shape of the river itself w

as changed as 
people settled at several points along its 
course.

In the m
id 1700’s dam

s w
ere built in three 

places and m
ills constructed below

 the m
ill 

ponds. U
pper Lake and Low

er Lake in 
Yaphank are m

ill ponds as is H
ard’s Lake 

further south. In the northernm
ost section of 

Southaven Park, north of the Long Island 
Expressw

ay, are som
e of the rem

ains w
hat 

w
as once know

n as M
illville. Som

e of the 
buildings still stand although the m

ills built 
by the H

om
an fam

ily and later ow
ned by the 

G
erards are long gone.

M
ordecai H

om
an built a saw

 m
ill, a grist m

ill 
and a fulling m

ill (for shrinking and 
thickening w

ool) just north of the “goin’ 
over” -- the ford about w

here M
ontauk 

H
ighw

ay is now. These m
ills changed hands 

several tim
es com

ing back to other H
om

ans 
and then to Sam

uel C
arm

an w
ho m

arried into 
the H

om
an fam

ily. Sam
uel C

arm
an, Jr. ran a 

tavern in part of his large house w
hich, in the 

early 19th century, w
as a stage stop on the 

route from
 B

rooklyn to Eastham
pton. The 

South H
aven or C

arm
an’s M

ills operated until 

1910 and the m
ill stood until 1958 w

hen 
Sunrise H

ighw
ay w

as extended through 
the area. A

t that tim
e a new

 dam
 w

as 
constructed north 
of the new

 
highw

ay and the 
historic South 
H

aven church w
as 

m
oved to 

B
rookhaven.

The large trout in the C
arm

an’s R
iver 

w
ere a draw

 for som
e notable fisherm

an. 
In 1827 D

aniel W
ebster rented som

e 
land above the South H

aven m
ill pond 

w
ith fishing rights for him

self and a few
 

friends, including M
artin Van B

uren, 
later the 8th president. This w

as the 
forerunner of the Suffolk C

lub organized 
by A

ugust B
elm

ont in 1858. The Suffolk 
C

lub bought a 1500 acre shooting and 
fishing preserve and raised trout to stock 
the river. Theodore R

oosevelt w
as one 

of the C
lub’s m

ost fam
ous m

em
bers. 

Finally, A
nson H

ard bought up all the 
other shares and used the area as a 
private hunting preserve, raising 
pheasants and keeping a herd of 
European Sitka deer.

Today, people hike and canoe along the 
river, picnic and cam

p, hunt and fish, 
ride horses on upland trails and row

 
boats in the m

ill pond. N
ow

 that 
Southaven is a county park all Suffolk 
residents can respond to the lure of the 
river and enjoy the uplands and 
w

etlands of its 1320 acres.
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W
ell-known 

Figures A
long the  

C
arm

an’s R
iver

In late 1780 B
enjam

in Tallm
adge told 

G
eneral G

eorge W
ashington that he w

ould 
like to cross the Long Island Sound from

 
C

onnecticut to destroy a B
ritish supply 

collection point at C
oram

 and w
hile on 

Long Island raid the B
ritish occupied Fort 

St. G
eorge (St. G

eorge’s M
anor). 

Tallm
adge and his com

pany of 80 m
en 

landed at w
hat is now

 M
t. Sinai and 

m
arched south along the east side of the 

C
arm

an’s R
iver to St. G

eorge’s M
anor 

w
here they captured 54 prisoners. W

hile 
m

ost of the com
pany m

arched the prisoners 
back to their boats, Tallm

adge took a sm
all 

group to C
oram

 to destroy the B
ritish 

supplies.

D
aniel W

ebster occasionally cam
e to fish 

in the C
arm

an’s R
iver. O

ne w
ell-know

n 
tale has it that in the spring of 1827 
W

ebster w
as staying at C

arm
an’s tavern in 

South H
aven and attended the Sunday 

m
orning service across the street in the 

South H
aven 

Presbyterian 
C

hurchs. D
uring 

R
ev. Ezra K

ing’s 
serm

on, C
arm

an’s 
boatm

an slipped into the church and 
w

hisp ered to C
arm

an and W
ebster w

ho 
prom

ptly tiptoed out. K
now

ing w
hat w

as 
up, other w

orshippers began to get up and 
leave. Finally, the R

ev. Ezra K
ing, him

self 
an ardent fisherm

an, stopped preaching, 
pronounced the benediction and w

ent off to 
the river w

ith the others to w
atch W

ebster 
bring in his long sought quarry -- a 14 1/2 
pound trout. The outline of the fish w

as 
traced on C

arm
an’s tavern and the next day 

the shape (but 1/3 larger) w
as transferred 

to w
ood and cut out to create a 

w
eathervane for the church. W

ebster w
as 

so pleased w
ith his visit that shortly 

thereafter he rented land along the 
C

arm
an’s R

iver.

G
uidelines for 

park visitors
Suffolk C

ounty parks are for the use of 
residents of Suffolk C

ounty and their 
guests.

Please do not disturb the plants and 
anim

als.

Please keep your dogs on a leash at all 
tim

es.

You m
ay not bring in alcoholic 

beverages except w
ith a perm

it.

Please carry your w
aste out w

ith you or 
use the trash receptacles provided.

N
o Sw

im
m

ing.

Please obey all traffic signs.

For further inform
ation, request a 

brochure on park rules and regulations.

A
long the R

iver
Just a few

 yards aw
ay from

 the river sandy 
trails pass through low

 huckleberries and 
thin pines. B

ut that narrow
 band along the 

river is quite a different w
orld.

The m
oist soil supports several shrubs that 

have sw
eetly fragrant flow

ers in the spring 
and sum

m
er. Soft green m

osses grow
 at 

the base of trees that lean out over the 
w

ater. In early autum
n the leaves on the 

trees lining the river banks begin turning 
bright red.

A
 curious clapping noise over the river 

turns out to be a sw
an’s w

ings hitting the 
w

ater as it takes off. Further upstream
 

even a quiet approach to the river’s edge 
m

ay cause a series of “plops” as frogs or 
turtles jum

p into the w
ater.

In quiet spots along the river bank 
circles that look like rain drops 
hitting the w

ater are actually 
caused by w

ater striders -- insects 
-- skating on the surface. Their 
dark bodies and long legs are 
nearly invisible against the shady, 
dark w

ater. A
 flash of sunlight 

illum
inates little golden-brow

n 
dragonflies cruising low

 over the 
w

ater in search of m
osquitoes to 

eat.

The river’s edge is a narrow
 strip 

w
ith som

e of Long Island’s m
ost 

exciting sensory experiences.
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